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Established in 2004 
Now in our 22nd  year! 
 

"Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have 
commanded you..."  
(St. Matthew 28:19-20). 
 

Summer 2026 

Dear Friends of Annapolis Pan-Orthodox College Ministry (ACM):  

Glory to Jesus Christ!  We’re excited to share with you how 
God has been working through ACM since our last newsletter.  
Thank you for your continued, steadfast support of ACM 
making a difference in the lives of so many students and 
midshipmen in Annapolis.  We are now in our 22nd year of 
ministry to the students of St. John’s College and the 
midshipmen of the U.S.N.A.   

Fr. Robert is on each of the campuses weekly meeting with 
students, teaching two different Bible and Patristic studies, 
leading services and hearing confessions.  Rides are 
coordinated and provided weekly to Divine Liturgy at Holy 
Archangels Orthodox Church in Denton, MD through the 
ministry, where Fr. Robert also meets with students and midshipmen surrounding the divine 
services. 

Plebe Summer Ministry 2026 
Fridays this summer (and other times), Fr. Robert ministered to the 
incoming class of midshipmen (plebes) at the U.S. Naval Academy, 
offering services, teaching, answering questions about the Orthodox Faith, 
and hearing confessions.  Ministry also included helping several of these 
new mids to ‘own’ their Orthodox Faith for the first time.  Others began 
their journey to Christ and His holy Orthodox Church.  Our ministry to 
them continues throughout the academic year, beginning in August.   
 
Six New Catechumens, one baptized, through the ministry:  
Since our last newsletter, FIVE more midshipmen have been brought 
into the catechumenate, one newly commissioned Marine officer has 
been baptized.   
 
Those already Orthodox have come to ‘own’ their faith in Christ in His 
Church on a deeper level through the ministry.  Catechumens, inquirers 
and those already Orthodox are given opportunities for adult education: 

1 Fr. Robert meeting with the new class of 
midshipmen (plebes) this summer 

2  Fr. Robert meeting the new 
Orthodox plebes this summer, 

Alumni Hall, USNA 



weekly Bible studies, Patristic studies, services at the Academy, and a bi-
monthly catechumen/inquirer class taught by Fr. Robert.  As of this 
writing, four more mids have asked to be brought into the Catechumenate.  
This is the most catechumens we have ever had at one time!   
 
Annual March for Life  
A large contingency of students journeyed to D.C. with Fr. Robert to stand 
for the unborn and to pray for the sanctity of life and victims of abortion.  
This is an important witness of the Church’s teaching that ACM has 
participated in for many years.   
 
Holy Week and Pascha 2026 
Many students and midshipmen joined parishioners from Holy Archangels 
to journey with our Lord Jesus Christ to His holy Passion and 
Resurrection.  Transportation was coordinated and provided through the 
ministry for the daily services as well as Pascha.   
 

ACM Quick Facts 
 Annapolis Pan-Orthodox College Ministry (ACM) was founded 

in 2004 
 Approximately 50 midshipmen and St. John’s students have been 

brought to the Orthodox Faith through the ministry over the years.   
 Fr. Robert ministers on both campuses weekly, providing weekly 

services, Bible or Patristic studies, hearing Confessions, 
individual meetings for pastoral counseling, catechism. 

 ACM coordinates and provides rides for midshipmen and students 
to attend the Divine Liturgy Sundays at Holy Archangels Orthodox 
Church 

 Bi-monthly catechumen and inquirer classes on the Orthodox Faith 
are also provided 

 Currently, 7 of 20 catechumens at Holy Archangels are from the 
college ministry. 

 Five of these catechumens are midshipmen, highest number in 22 
years of the ministry with an additional 4 who have asked to join the 
catechumenate from this summer’s ministry.  

 One newly commissioned marine, Noah, was baptized Sunday of All 
Saints of North America. 

 Your generous support enables Fr. Robert’s ability to work on the 
college ministry half-time, supports office expenses, and meeting for coffee with 
students/midshipmen. 
 

Your faithful support is more important than ever and makes ACM’s ministry possible, enabling Fr. 
Robert to be on the campuses and ministering to the students half-time.  Our young people face many 
challenges today to keep and grow in their Orthodox Christian Faith in an often hostile world.  The 
Church’s ministry to them is crucial. Many of ACM’s original supporters have departed this life. New 
supporters are always needed. The fruit of your support is seen in the great numbers of young people 
availing themselves of the ministry and coming to Christ and His holy Orthodox Church.  Please consider 
increasing your support to help sustain this ministry as we begin our 22nd year this Fall!   
   
May the Lord Jesus Christ bless you!  

4 Some of our catechumens from 
the USNA during the prayer for the 
catechumens in the Divine Liturgy 

3 Newly baptized oƯicer, USMC, 
Noah Green 

5: Midshipman Wesley Schafer 
(USNA) retrieves the cross from 
Tuckahoe Creek on Theophany 


